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UNIVERSITY HPER DEPT. CONDUCTING
FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR RECREATION,
SPORTS COMPLEX IN CUT BANK AREA
MISSOULA-A study on the feasibility of building a recreation and sports complex in the Cut
Bank area is being conducted by the University of

~rontana

Department of Health, Physical

Education and Recreation (HPER) under the auspices of the UH Division of Educational
Research and Services (DERS).
Dr. Lyle L. Berg, DERS director and assistant professor of education, is director
of the study, funded under a $2,400 grant from the Cut Bank Chamber of Commerce and the
Rehabilitative Services Division of the Montana Youth Development Bureau.
The actual data for the study is being computed by Dr. Lloyd Heywood, assistant
professor in recreation, with the assistance of HPER graduate and undergraduate students
at ill-1.
Heywood said the two main purposes of the study are (1) to determine whether or not
the sports-recreation complex could be built through the cooperative efforts of Cut Bank
residents without increasing local taxes and (2) what exactly should be included in
a facility of this nature for all age groups.
"If the center can be bui 1 t t.,ri th federal aid and volunteer manpower, supplies and
money alone, then the Cut Bank recreation and

sports complex could serve as the prototype

for Montana conununities of about 4,000 population," Heywood said.
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Heywood said the study would include conducting a review of existing and potential
recreational sites and facilities, resources and programs in Cut Bank; preparing a
feasibility study of a recreation complex, including approximate cost; investigating
funding sources; making specific recommendations and proposals; designing a community
action plan, and preparing a final report.
Participants in the study will work closely with the local government, private citizens
of all ages, business and schools.
"Recommendations for facilities to be included in the complex \·till be drawn from
intervie\'/S with townspeople and from a questionnaire sampling one-tenth of the Cut Bank
population," Heywood said.
"I personally am very pleased \'lith the opportunity of the Ull recreation program
to assist in providing a service for I iontana communi ties," HeyNood said.

"The expertise

of the recreational planning in our department can be very useful to the small communities
in developing comprehensive programs at minimal costs."
Heywood said work on the study began in December l'lhen he and three UM students-Jim Schlegel, a graduate student from Dickinson, N.D.; Eleanor Vogt, a graduate student
from Arlington, Va., and i;iargaret Hayes, a senior from Butte-- went to Cut Bank and made
initial contacts with the Otamber of Commerce and local government officials.
The study will be completed in June.
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